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PRESIDENTS ~ MESSAGE.

To the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives : 4 e
The year that has pessed sinee the

>y of last m to con-

gress ly the latter of
it, been am eventful one to the og::t.ry
‘In #he midst of great national i-
ty a financial orisis has oconrred that
has bmi}i?gtlltt ‘l:lw the fortunes of the
great. Political partisanship has almost
ceased to exist, eﬂsemﬁly inpt.ha agrioul-
tural regions, and finally the ecapture
upon the high seas of a vessel bearing
our flag, has for a time threatened
the most serious consequences, and has
tated the public mind from one end
of the conntry to the other, But this,
happily, now is in the course of a satis-
fmt:or)' adjustment, honorable to both
nations concerned. The relations of the
United States, however, with most of
the other nations, continne to be friendly
as well as eordial. With France, Ger-
many, Russia, Ttaly and the varions Eu-
TO powers; with Brazil and most of
the South American republics, and with
Japan, nothing has occurred to demand
special notice, The correspondence be-
tween the department of state and the
varions diplomatie representatives in or
from those countries is transmitted here-
with.
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JAMES L. GUEST.

THE VIENNA VANITY.,

In executing the will of congress as
presented in ite joint resolution of the
14th of Pebruary last, and in accordanca
with the provisions of the resolution, a
number of practical artissns of scientific
merit and of honorary eonnoisenrs were
authorized to attend the exposition at
Vienna as commissioners on the part of
the United States, Ttis believed that
we have obiained the object which con-
had in view when it passed tho
Joint resolution in order to enable the
people of the United States to partici-
[l_ate in the advantages of an internn-
ional éxposition of the produots of ag-
riculture, mannfactures and the fine
arts, to be held at Vienna. T take plea-
sure in adding that the American exhi-
bitions have received a gratifying num-
ber of diplomas and of medals.
INTERNATIONAL INVENTORS.

Daring the exposition s conference
was held at Vienna for the parpose of
consnltation on the systems prevailing
in different countries for the perfection
of inventions. I authoriz a repre-
sentative from the patent office to be
present at Vienna at the time when this
emference was to take place, in order
to aid as far as he might in securing any
ible additional protection to Amer-
1can inventors in Enrope, The report
of this agent will be laid before con-
gross,

Columbia, Jan, 1, 1878,
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CELESTIAL COURTESIES,

It is my pleasant duty to announce to
congress that the emperor of China on
attaiving his majority, received the di-
plo matie representatives of the westorn
powers in person.  An acconnt of thes:
reremonies and of the interesting
enssions which preceded them will be
found in the documents transmitted
berewith. The sccompanying papers
ghow that some advanee, although
slight, has been made during the past
year towards the suppression of the in-
famous Chinese coolie trade, I recom-
menid congress to inqnire whether addi-
tional legislation be not needed on this
subject.
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ALABAMA AWARD,

The money awarded to the United
States hy the tribnnal of arbitration at
Cleneva was paid by her majesty’s gov-
ernment a few days in advance of the
time when it wonld have become paya-
ble aocording to the terms of the treaty
In compliance with the provisions of
the sot of March 3, 1873, it was at onee
qui‘l into the treasury and nsed to ve-
deem, a0 far as it mighkt, the publie
debt of the United States, and the
amount sc redeemed was invested in n
five per cent. registered bond of the
United States for fifteem million five
hundred thousand dollars which is now
held by the secretary of state subject
to the future disposition of congress,
I renew my recommendation made at
the assembling of the last session of
congress that a commission be crested
for the purpose of aunditing und deter-
mining the amounts of the several di-
rect losses growing ont of the destrue-
tion of vessels and their eargoes by the
Alabama and Shenandoah after leaving
Melbourne, for which the sufferers have
received no equivalent or compensation,
and of ascertaining the names of per-
sops entitled to receive compensation
for the same, making the compntation
on the basis indieated by the tribunal
of arbitration at Geneva, and that the
payment of such losses be aunthorized
to an extent not to exceed the awards of
the tribunal at Geneva,

BRITISH BOUNDARY.
By an act spproved on the 14th of
February last, congress made provision
for completing jointly with an oflicer or
commissioner to be named by her Brit-
snic majesty, the determination of so
muech of the boundary line between
the territory of Great Britain ns was
left incompleted by the commigsioners
appointed under the aet of congress of
Angust 11, 1857, Under the provisions
of this act, the northwestern bonndary of
the United States has been determined
and marked in secordance with the
award of the emperor of Germary. A
protocol and a copy of the map on
which the line was thnus marked are con-
tained in the papers sabmitied here-
with.
I also transmit a copy of the veport
of the commissioners for making the
boundury of the line between the Uni-
ted States and the Britich possecsions,
west of Lake of the Woods, and the op-
erations of the commissioners, Dn-
ring the past season surveys have been
made to a point 207 miles west of the
Lake of the Woods, leaving about 350
miles to be surveved, the fleld work of
which can be completed during the
next season.
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COTTON ULAIMS,

The commissioners organized under
the provisions of the treaty of Wash-
ington, for the settlement and determin-
ing of the claims of citizens of either
power against the other, arising out of
acts committed against their persons ox
property during the period between
April 13th, 1861, and April 9th, 1865,
made its finnl award on the 25th day of
September last. Tt was awarded that
the government of the United States
should pay to the government of her
Britanic majesty, within twelve months
from the date of the award, the sum of
£1,929,819 in gold. The commissioners
disallowed or dismissed all other claims
of British subjects aguinst the United
States. The amonnt of the claims pre-
sented by the British government, but
disallowed or dismi . 18 understood
to be about £53,000,000, It al=o dis-
allows all the claims of the United
States against Great Diitain, whieh
were referred to it. I recommend the
early passing of an act appropriating
the amount necessary to pay this award
against the United States,

I have caused to be communicated fo
the government of the king of Italy the
th of this government for the emi-
nent services rendered by Count Canti
as the third commissioner on this com-
mission. With dignity, learning and
im inlity he discharged dunties re-
quiring grest labor and constant pa-
tience to the satisfaction of both gov-
ernments.

I recommend legislation to create a
sqfdnl court to consist of three judges,
who shall be empowered to hear and
determine all clsims made upon the
United States, arising ont of acts com-
mitted against their persons or property

C. A. & W. H. FARRIS,
COACH
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ington was confined to the claims of
British subjects, arising during the
period named in the treaty, but it is
understood there are other British
¢laims of a similar nature, arising after
the 9th of April, 1865, and it is known
that other eclaims of a like nature are
advaneed by the citizens or subjeots of
other powers. It is desirable to have
tlrwse elaims also examined and disposed
O,
OUR ANTIPODES,

Official information being recsived
from the Dutch government of a stats
war between the Ki of the Nether-
lands and the Sultan of Acheen, the
officers of the United States who were
near the seat of war were instructed to
cbserve an impartial neutfrality, It is
believe that they have done so.

MEXICAN MABAUDERS.

The joint commission nnder the trea-
ty with Mexico of 1866, having again
been legally prolonged, has resumed its
business, which it is hoped may be
brought to an early conclusion. The
distingnished representative of her
Britanic majesty at Washington has
kindly eonsented, with the approval of
his government, to assunme the arduons
and responsible dnties of umpire in
this eommission, and to lend the weight
of his character and name to snch de-
cisions a8 may not receive the aoquies-
cence of both the arbitrators appointed
by the respective goveinments, The
commissioners appointed subject te the
aunthority of congress to examine into
the nature and extent of the forays by
trespassers from that country upon the
herds of Texss, have made a report,
which will be submitted for your ocon-
sideration.

A VENEZUELAN HITCH,
The Veneznelan government has been
apprised of the sense of congress in re-
gard to the award of the joint commis-
sion under the convention of the 25th
ol April, 1866, as expreseed fin the act
of the 25th of February last. Tt is ap-
prakended that the government does not
realize the character of its obligations
under ihe convention. As there is rea-
son to believe, however, that its hesi-
tancy in recognizing them spring in
part, at least, from a real diffienlty in
discharging them in connection with its
obligations to other governments, the
expediency of further forbearaance on
onr part is believed to be worthv of
your consideration.
THE TURK.
The Ottoman government and that of
Egypt have latterly shown a disposition
to relieve foreign consuls of the judi-
cial powers which heretofore they have
exercised in the Turkish dominions, by
organizing other tribunals. As congress,
however, has by law provided for the
discharge of jundicial functions by con-
suls of the United States in that quar-
ter, under the treaiy of 1837, T have not
felt at liberty formally to accept the
present change without the assent of
congress, whose decision npon the sub-
ject, at as early a period as may bo con-
venient, is requested.
SANTO DOMINGO,

1 transmic herewith for your consider-
ation and determination of Congress an
avplieation of the republic of San Do-
mingo to this government to exercise
a protectorate over that republic.
Since the-adjournment of congress the
following treaties with foreign powers
have been proclaimed: A naturaliza-
ton convention with Denmark, a conven-
tion with FMexioo for renewing the
claims oommission, & convention of
friendship, commerce and extradition
with the Orange free states, and a nat-
uralization convention with Eeunador.

POSTMASTRRS' COMMISSIONS,
I renew a recommendation made in
my message of December, 1870, thal
congress anthorize the postmaster-gen-
eral to issne all commissions to officials
appointed through his department.
ABSENTERISM,

I invite the earnest attention of eon-
gress to the existing laws of the Uni-
ted States respeoting expatriation or
the selection of nationality by individ-
uals, Many citizens of the United
States reside permanently abroad with
their familiee. Under the provisions
of the act approved Feb. 10th, 1855,
the children of such persons are to be
deemed and taken to be citizens of the
United States, but the rights of citi-
zenship are not to descend to persons
whose fathers never resided in the Uni-
ted States, It thus happens tha® per-
sons who have never resided within the
United States have been enabled to put
forward a pretension to the protection
of thelUnited States against the elaim
of military service of the government
under whose protestion they were born
and have been cared for. Insome some
cases nnnaturalized citizens of the Uni-
ted States have returned to the land of
their hirth to remain there, and
their children, the issne of a mar-
riage contracted there after their retnurn,
and who have never been in the United
States, have laid elaim to our protection
when the lapse of many vears have im-
posed upon them the duty of military
service to the only goverment which
had ever known them personally. Un-
til the year 1808 it was left embarrassed
by conflicting opinions of onr courts
and jurists, to determine how far the
doctrine of perpetnal allegiance de-
rived from our former colonial rela-
tions with Great Britain was applieable
to American citizens, Congress then
wisely swept these doubts away by en-
acting that any declaration, instruction,
opinion, order or decision of any officer
of this government which denies, re-
stricts, impairs or qnestions
THE RIGHT OF EXPATRIATION
is inconsistent with the fundamental
principle of this government. Bat eon-
gress did not enset in that statue, nor
has it since done so, what acts are to be
deemed to work expatriation. For my
own guidance in determining such ques-
tions, I required, nuder the provisions of
the constitution,the opinionin writing of
the principal officer in each of the exec-
utive departments upon certain gnes-
tions relating to this snbject. The re-
snlt satisfies me that farther legislation
has become necessary. I therefore com-
mend the subject to the consideration
of congress. I transmit herewith copies
of the several opinions of the princi-
pal officers of the exeentive depart-
ments, together with other eorrespond-
ence and prominent information on the
sume subject, The United States, who
led the way in the overthrow of the
fendal doetrine of perpetual allegiance,
are among the last to indieate how their
own citizens may eleot another nation-
ality. The papers submitted herewith
indicate what is necessary to place us
on a par with other leading nations in
liberality of legislation on this interna-
tional qnestion. We have already in
our treaties assented to the principles
which would need to be embodied in
laws intended to accomplish such re-
sults, We have agreed that citizens of
the United States may cease to be citi-
zens, may voluntarily resume allegiance
to other powers. Wae have agreed that
regidence in a foreign land withont in-
tent to return, shall of itself work ex-
patriation. We have agreed in some in-
stances npon the length of time neces-
sary for such intent, T invite congress
to mark out and define when and how
expatriation can be aceomplished ; to
regulate by law the condition of Ameri-
oan women marrving foreigners ; to find
the statns of children born in & foreign
country of American parents residing
more or less permanently abroad, and
to fix rules for determining such other
kindred points as may seem best to con-
gress,

SPAIN AND CUBA—THE TWO REFUBLICS,

In compliance with the request of
congress, 1 transmittdd to the American
minister at Madrid, with instronetions to
present it to the Spanish government,

talileta, sapn apd | o * for the month and gums
sll recommegdad P‘!ﬂ Dasted Hiaten deutal ssso-
cistion, Call and ses me. l

during the insurrection, The recent
conference under the treaty of Wash-

the joint resolution approved on the3d
of March last, tendering to the people

of Spain, 48 the name and on behalf of
the Amepican people, the congratula-
tions of eongress npon the efforts to
consolidate in Spain the principles of
universal liberty in a republican form
of government, The existenee of this
new republic was inan by strik-
ing the fetters from the slaves in Porto
Rico. This beneficent measure was
followed by the release of several thou-
sand persons illegally sold as slaves in
Cuaba, Next the captain-general of that
colony was deprived of the to set
aside the orders of his su at Mad-
rid, which had pertained to the office
sinee 1825. The sequestered estates of
American citizens, which had been the
cause of long and freguent correspond-
ence, were ordered to be restored to
their owners, All these liberal steps
were taken in the face of violent opposi-
tion directed by the reactionary slave-
holders of Havana, who are vainly
striving to stay
THE MARCH OF IDEAS

which has terminated slavery in chris-
tendom, Caba only excepted. Unhap-
pily, however, this baneful influence has
thus far sncoveded in defeating the ef-
forts of all liberal minded men in
Spain to abolish slavery in Cuba, and
in Eravenh’ng the promised reform
in that island. The struggle for po-
litical supremaey continnes. The pro-
slavery aristocracy in Cuba is gradually
nrrm?ning itself in more and moreopen
hostility and defiance of the home gov-
ernment, while it still maintains a polit-
ical connection with the republic in the
peninsula, and althongh usarping and
defying the authorityof the home gov-
ernment, whenever such usurpation or
defiance tends in the direction of op-
pression, or of the maintenance of pro-
glavery views, it is still a power in Mad-
rid and recognized by the government.
Thus, an element more dangerous to
continned ecolonial relstions between
Cunba and Spain than that which inspired
the insnrrection at Yara—an element
opposed to granting any relief from  is-
rule and abuse, with no aspiration after
ireedom, commanding no sympathies in
generons breasts, aiming to rivet still
stronger the shackles of slavery and op-
ression, has seized many of the em-
lems of power in Cube, and, nnder
professions of loyalty to the mother
country, is exhaunsting the resonrces of
the island, and is doing aects which are
at variance with those principles of jus-
tice, of liberty, and of right which give
nobility of character to a republie. In
the interest of humanity, of civilization
and of progress, it is to be hoped this
evil inflnence may be averted.

THH STEAMER VIRGINITS
was, on the 20th day of September, 1870,
duly registered at New York as a part
of the commercial marine of the Uni-
ted States. On the 4th of Oectober,
1870, having received a certificate of
her register in the nsnal lezal forms,
she satled from the port of New York,
and has not sitce been within the terri-
terial jurisdietion of the United States.
On the 31st day of October last, while
sailing nnder the flag of the United
States on the high seas, she was foroi-
bly seized by the Spanish gnnboat Tor-
nado, and was earried into the port of
Santiago de Caba, where many of the
passengers and crew were inhumanly,
and so far at least as to those who were
citizens of the United States, were,
withont due process of law, pnt to
death. Itis a well established prinei-
ple asserted by the United States from
the beginning of their national inde-
pendence, recognized by Great Britain
and other maratime powers, and stated
by the senate in a resolution passed
unanimonsly on the 16th of June, 1865,
that Ameriean vessels on the high seas
in time of peace, bearing the American
flag, remain under the jurisdietion of
the conntry to which they belong, and
therefore any visitation, molestation or
obstruction of sneh wvessel by force on
the part of a foreign power is in deroga-
tion of the sovereignty of the United
States. In accordance with this prinei-
ple, the restoration of the Virginius
and the swrrender of the survivors of
her passengers and erew, and a due re-
paration ot the flag and the punishment
of the anthorities who had been gnilty
of theillegal acts were demanded,
CASTELAR'S CONOESSMON.

The Spanisn government las recog-
nized the justics of the demand and has
arranged for the immediate delivery of
the vessel and for the sarrender of the
survivors of the passengers and erew,
and for a salute to the flag and for pro-
ceedings looking fo the punishment of
those who may be proved to have been
guilty of illegal sets of violence toward
citizens of the United Slatea, and also
toward indemnifying those who may be
shown to be entitled to indemnity. A
ecopy of a portocol of the conference
between the seoretary of state and the
minister in which the terms of this ar-
rangement were agreed to, will be trans.
mitted herewith. The correspondence
on this subjeet with the legation of the
United States is in cipher and by cable,
and needs the verification of the actual
text of the correspondence. It has
ssemed to me to be due to the impor-
tance of the case not to submit this cor-
respondence until the acenrate text can
be received by mail., It is expected
:Iéfrtl and will be submitted when re-
In taking leave of this subjeet for the
present, I wish to renew the expression
of my conviotion that the existence of
African slavery in Cnba is a prineipal
cause of the lamentable condition of the
island. I do not doubt that congress
shares with me the hope that it will
soon be made to disappear and peace
and prosperity may follow its aboli-
tion. The emburgoing of Ameriean
eatates in Cuba, the cruelty to American
citizens detected in no act of hostility
to the Spanish government, the murder-
ing of prisoners taken with arms in
their hands and finally the captare apon
the high seas of a vessel sailing under
the United States flag and bearing a
United States registry, has culminated
in an ontburst of indignation that has
seemed for a time to threaten war.

Pending the negotiations between the
United States and the government of
Spain oo the subject of this eapture I
have aunthorized the secretary of the
navy to put onr navy on a war feoting,
to the extent at least of the entire an-
nunal appropriation for that branch of
the service, trusting to congress and the
public opinion of the American people
to justify my action.

CONSTITUTIONAL.

Assuming from the action of the last
congress appointing a committee on
privileges and election to prepare and
report to this congress a constitutional
amendment to provide a better method
of electing the president and vice-pres-
dent of the United States, and also
from the necessity of snch an amend-
ment, that there will be submitted to
the state legislatnres for ratification
such an improvement in onr constitn-
tion, I snggest two others for your con-
sideration.

1. To anthorize the exeentive to ap-

rove of so much of any measure pass-
ing the two houses of congress, as his
jndgment may dictate, withont approv-
ing the whole, the disapproved portions
to be subjected to the same rules as
now, to-wit : to be refarred back to the
house in which the measures origi-
nated, and if passed by & two-third
vote of the two houses then to become
the law without the approval of the
president. T would add to this provis-
1won that there shonld be no legislation
by congress during the last twenty-four
hours of its sitting, except npon vetoes,
in order to give the executive an oppor-
tunity to examine and approve or dis-
approve nnderstandingly.

2, To provide by amendment that
when an extra session of congress is
convened by execntive proclamation,

the legislation during the continuance

notes below a fixed per centage of their
issue, say fo oent., npon the 5
depositing with the treasurer of ihe
United States an amount of government
bonds equal to the amount of notes de-
manded, the banks to forfeit to the gov-
ernment say four per cent. on the irter-
est seouring on the bonds so pledged,
during the time they remain with the
treasury, as for the increase of
circulation ; the bonds so pledged to be
redeemable by the banks at their pleas-
ure, ei in whole or in part, by re-
turning their own bills for cancellation
to an amount to the face of the
bonds withdrawn. I would farther sug-
E: for your considerstion the proprie-
of au

of such extra session shall be confined
to such subjects as the executive may
bring before it from time to time in
" Thetad tages to b> gained by th

e advan a y these
two amend ts are obvieus. One ses-
sion in each year is provided for by the
constitution, in whi(& there are no re-
strictions as to the subjects of legisla-
tion by co If more are required
it ia al ways 1u the power of congressmen
during their term of office to provide
for sessions at any time. Tlfe first
amendment would protect the publie
against the many wastes of public
money which creep into appropriation
bills and other important mea ures dur-
ing the expiring hours of eo to
which otherwise consideration ecannot
be given,

s e e o Do
in e e at pleas-
ure, by returning for caneellation their
own bills, withdrawing so many United
Btates bonds as are pledged for the
bills returned.
FREE BANKING—SPECIE RESERVES,

In view of the great actual contrac-
tion that has taken place in the eurren-
cy, and the oom tive contraction
constantly going on, due to the in-
crease of manufscturers and all the
industries, T don’t believe that there is
too mach of it now for the dullest pe-
riod of the year, Indeed if clearing
clearing houses should be established,
thus forecing redemption, it is a qnes-

THE TREASURY,

The receipts of the government from
all sonrces for the fiscal year were $358, -
T88,204, the expenditures on all aec-
counts 2290,245250, thus showing sn
excess of receipts over expenditures of
$43,892 959, Bnt it is not probable that
this favorable exhibit will be shown for
the present fiscal year. Indeed it is
very doubtful whether, except with
great economy on the part of conggess |
in making appropriations, and the same
economy in th e sdminis;ration in ad;
ministering the varions departments of | 1 3 A .
governmengt., the revenues will not fall | tion for consideration whether banking
short of meeting the annual expenses | 8hould not be made free, retaining all
ineluding ivterest on public debt, [ | the safeguards new required to secure
commend to congress such economy, | Pill holders in any modification of pres-
point ont iwo sources where it seems to | €at 1aws regulating the national banks;
me it might do to commence, to-wit : in | 80d as a further step toward paving the
the appropriations for public buildinzs | ¥a¥ for resumption of specie payments,
in the many cities where work has not I invite your attention to the consider-a
been commenced ; and in the appropri- | tion of the propriety of exacting from
ations for river and harbor improve- them the retention as a part of their re-
ment in those localities where the im- | 8€rve, either the whole or’a part of the

gold interest accuring upon the 'onds

provements are of but, little benefit to : A
geners] commeree, and for fortifieations, Emged“ security for their issue. I

There is n still more fruitfnl source of
expenditnre which I will point ont later
in this message, I refer to the easy
method of manufacturing eclsims for
losses incurred in the suppression of
the late rebellion.

I wonld not be understood as in og-
porition to the erection of good, sub-
stantial or even ornamental buildin
by the government wherever such builﬁ-
ings are needed. In fact, I approve of
the government owning its own build-
ings in all sections of the country, and
hope the day is not far distant when it
will not only possess them, but will
erect in the capital suitable residences
for all persons who now receive commu-
tion for quarters or rental at govern-
ment expense and for the cabinet, thus
setting an example for the states, which
may indnoce them to erect buildings for
their senators, But I would have this
work condneted at times when the re-
sonrees of the country would abundant-
ly justify it. The resources hsve mate-
rinlly fallen off for the last five months
of the present fizeal year from whal
they were expected to produce, owing
to the general panic now prevailing,
which commenced about the middle of
September last. The fall effect of this
disaster, if it should not prove to be a
blessing in disguise, is yet lo be dem-
onstrated. In either event it is your
duty to heed the lesson, and provide by
wise and well considered lsgislation, as
far as it lies in your power, against its
recurrence, and to take advantage of all
the benefits that may have accrned. My
own judgment is that however much in-
dividuals may have suffered, one long
step has been tak. n towards specie pay-
ments ; that we can never have perma-
nent prosperity until an entire basis is
reached, and that a specie basis eannot
be reached and maintained until our ex-
ports |exclusive of gold] pay for our
imports, our interest dune abroad, and
other specie obligations, so heavy as to
leave an appreciable accumulation of
the precious metals in the country from
the prodncts of our mines, The devel-
opment of the mines of precious metals
during the past year, and the prospec-
tive development of them for yecrs to
ocome, are gratifying in their results,
Could but one half of the gold extracted
from the mines be retained at home, onr
advance towards specie payments wonld
be rapid. To increase our exports suf-
ficient enrrency is required to keep all
the industries of the country employed.
Without this, national as well as indi-
vidual bankruptey must ensne. Undue
inflation, on the other hand, while it
might give temporary relief would only
lead to an inflation of prices, the impos-
sibility of competing in onr markets for
the products of home skill and labor
and repeated renewals of present expe-
riences. Elasticity to onr circulanng
medinm therefore, and just enough of
it to transact the legitimate bnsiness of
the country and keep all industries em-
ployed, is what is most desired. The
fact is, speaie is the recognized medinm
of exchange the world over. That ob-
tained, we shall have a currency of such
a degree of elssticity. 1f there be too
much of it for the legititimate purposes
of trade and commerce, it will flow out
of the country ; if too little, the reverse
will be the result, To hold what we
have and to appreciate our eurreney to
that standard is the
PROBLEM
deserving of the most serions considera-
tion of congress. The experience of the
present panie has proven that the cur-
rency of the country, based as it is npon
the credit of the country, is the best
that hus ever been devised. Usnally in
times of such trials the curremcy has
become worthless or so much depressed
in value as to inflate the values of all
the necessaries of life as comsued with
the currency. Every one holding it has
been amxious to dispose of it on any
terms. Now, we witness the reverse,
The holders of enrrency hoard it as they
did gold in former experiences of a like
nature, It is patent to the most casnal
observer that much more currency or

money is required to transact the legiti- .

msle’ Erndo ob shis ek duringeglt.he the states through which they pass and
fali and winter months when the vast | pay toll to those states. Would it not
crops are being moved, than during wise statesmanship to P‘lhedﬂﬁ theale
the balance of the year. With the | States thatif they will open hl?ehmnas
present system, the amount in the coun- | for the passage of lar WVM i i o gov-
try remains the same throughout the | ernment will look T an Bepbll‘n
entire year, and results in an accumula- | Ravigable condition the great public
tion of all the surplus in the country | highways with "lﬂﬁhh theyt.hmn?[eou;' to-
in a few centrea when not employed in | Wit : The _ovenl?nsdl:!ﬁ l"l)l' » ”“d
the moving of crops, tempted there by the St. 'Gll‘l.l' flats; an ;e :lrlngmb:n
fhie offee of mtsrcston eall loms. Eu. | CUSSFE ST of wrens valua to
terest i id, this surplns i :
sk omn Shis it acent paid?ith ac;rl:)ﬁt. the produoers :ﬁ the west “ga?“thfm
Being subject to eall, it cannot be loaned Enhvms them tgal;_hm -
only In part at least to the merchant or gir produce e Be: ORR, mt a
manufacturer, for a fixed time. Hence, | market to the consumers in the east, in

no matter how much currency there | giving them cheaper delivery of those
miglit be in the country, it woucﬁibesb- articles of food Eh,fﬁh do :wtr ﬁg;i .
sorbad, prices keeping pace with the | fore mm'kat,a? e rt:;mbo 'w ch,
volume, and Jmnieu of stringency and | therefore, ll'!r'ehnoldmguln fy ore}:gn
disaster would ever be recurring with demand. % a mibsu o Bﬂt ;
the antnmn. Elasticity in our money work are teo obvious for argumen

system, therefore, is the object to be ob- | submit the subject to t-"‘"‘s therefore,
tained first, and next to that, as far as | Without further men@zon
possible, prevention of its use in stocks EATTALTING FEW . 8
and other species of speculation, To| Inattempting o regain out lost com-
prevent the latter it seems to me that | merce and earrying trade, I have here-
onegreat step would be taken by tofore called attention to the states
PROHIBITING THE NATIONAL BANKS nogﬂladof t]:llze ‘l:hn't.mll1 Bt?k:t :e offering
from i intersst on deposits, by | a fleld where much might be accom-
requiring them to hold their rg::lrvaa g plished. - To further this object, I sug-
their own vaults, and by forcing them | gest a small appropriation be made ac-
into resumption, though it would be | companied with authority for the se-
only in legal tender notes. For this | cretary of the navy to fit ont & naval
purpose I would suggest the establish- | vessel to ascend the Amazon river where
ment of a clearing house for your con- | the mouth of the Madeira enters, thence
sideration. to lore that river and its tributaries
TO SECURE ELASTICITY, into Bolivia, and to report to congress
To secure the former, many plans | at its next session or as soon as practi-
have been suggested, if not all of | cable the accessibility of the country
which, look to me like inflation on the | by water, its resources and the lpopuh,-
one hand or compelling the government | tion so reached. Such an exploration
on the other to pay interest withont cor- | will cost but little. Itean do no harm
responding benefits upon the surplus | and may result in establishing a trade
funds of the country during the seasons | of value to both nations,
when otherwise unemplo I submit | In further connection with the treas-

NOT REFLECTED ENXOUGH
on the bearing this might have in pro-
ducing a searcity of coin with which to
pay duties on imports, to give it my
positive recommendation, but your at-
tention is invited tothe subject,

INVERSE CONTRACTION,

During the last four years the cur-
rency has been contracted directly by
the withdrawal of three per cent. cer-
tificates, compounnd interest notes and
7:20 bonds outstanding on the 4th of
March, 1869, all of which took the
place of legal tenders in the bank re-
serves to the extent of $63,000,000.
Daring the same period there has been
smuch larger comparative contraction
of the eurremcy. The population of
the country has largely increased.
More than twenty-five thousand miles
of railroad have been built, requiring
the active use of eapital to o erate
them, Millions of acres of land have
been opened to oultivation, requiring
eapital to move the produets, Manu-
factories have multiplied Lsyond all
precedent in the same period of time,
equiring capital weekly for the pay-
ment of wages and for the purchase of
material, and probably the lsrgest of
all was th3 comparative contraction
arising from the urganizing of free
labor in the south. Now every laborer
there receives his wages, and or want
of savings banks the greater part of
such wages is carried in the pocket or
hoarded till required for use.

These egtions are thrown out
for your consideration without sony re-
eommendation that they shall be
adopted literally, but hoping that the
best method may be arrived at to se-
cure such an elasticity of the ourrency
a8 will keep employed all the industries
of the country, and prevent snch an in-
flation as will put off indefinitely the
resnmption of ie payment, an ob-
ject devoutly to wished for by all,
and none more earnestly than the class
of people most directly interested,
those who earn . their bread by the
sweat of their brow. The decision of
ocongrees on this subject will have the
hearty support of the executive,

OUR MYTHIOAL MARINE.

In previons messages I have ealled
attention to the decline in American
ship building, and recommend such
legislation as wounld seenrs 10 us onr
proportion of the carrying trade. Stim-
nlated by high rates and abundance of
freight, the progress for the last year in
ship building has been very satisfacto-
ry. There has been an increase of
abont three per cent. in the amount
transported In American vessels over
the amonnt of last year. Wi'h the re-
dneed cost of material which has taken
place, it may reasonably be hoped that
this change will be maintained and even
increased. However, as we pay abont
eighty million dollars per apnum fo
foreign vessels for the transportation of
our surplus prodncts to a market, thus
increasing the balance of trade against
us to this amount, the subject is one
worthy of your serious econsideration.
OUHEAP TRANSPORTATION

is a subject that has attracted the atten-
tion of both producers and consumers
for the last few years and has contributed
to, if it has not been the direct cause of,
the recent panic and stringency. As
congress st its last session appointed as
special committee to investigate this
whole snbject during the wvacation and
report at this session. I have nothing
torecommend until their report is ready.
SMATL FAVORS THANKFULLY REORIVED,
There is one work, however, of a na-
tional character in which the greater
portion of the east and west, the north
and the sonth are equally interested, to
which I will invite your attention. The
state of New Yo:k has a canal connect-
ing Lake Erie with tide water on the
Hudson river. The state of Illinois
has & similar one connecting Lake
Michigan with navigable water on the
Ilinois river, thus making water com-
munieation inland between the east and
the west and south. These great arti-
ficial water courses are the property of

for your consideration whether this dif- | ury department, I would recommend a
ﬁnn{ty might not be overcome by au-

thorizing the secrctary of the treasary
to issne at one time to the national
banks of issue any amount of their

laws, and the opening of more mints
for coining money, with Harity to
coin for such nations a5 iuay

dprpid e

revision and codification of the tariff | gan

THE WAR DEPARTMENT,

The attention of congress is invited
to the recommendations in the roport
of the secretary of war, herewith ac-
companying. The apparent great cost
of augj)orhn the emy is fully ex.
plain in the report, and it will re-
ceive your attention. While inv.ling
your great attention to all the recom-
menda ions made by the secretary of
war, there are two which I would es-
pecially invite you to consider :

First, The importance of prepuring
for war in time of peace by providing
the proper armament for our seancoast
defense, A proper armament is of vastly
more importsnce than fortifieations
The latter can be supplied very rpeed-
ilg for a temporary purposs when nead-

. 'The former cannot.

The second is the hmtaﬂ.‘ty of re-
opening promotion in the stafl corps of
the glt Particularly is this neoes-
sity felt in the medical, pay and ord-
nance departments. At this time it is
necessary to employ contrael surgeons
to supply the necessary medieal atten-
tion required by the army. With the

resent forceof the pay department, it
18 now diffieult to the payments to
troops provided for by law. Long de-
lays in payments are produotive of de-
sert ons and demoralization, and the
law prohibits the pay nent of troop by
other than the regular army paymas-
ters. There are now sixteen vacancies
in the ordnanee department, t ius leav-
ing that branch of the service withount
sufficient officers to condnet the bausi-
ness of the different arsenals on a large
seale, if ever reguired.

THE NAVAL DEPARTMENT,

During the past year the navy has
been reduced by the sale of some ves-
sels no longer fit for naval purpsses,
and by the condemnation of others not
et disposed of, This, howevir, has
Eeen more than compensated for by the
repair of six of the old wooden ships
and by the building of eight new sloops-
of-war authorized by the last congress,
The building of these latter has oe-
curred at a donbly favorable time. They
are about being completed, when they
will possibly be much needed, and the
work upon them has not only given em-
ployment to thousands of men, but has
no doubt been the means of keeping
open the establishments for other works
at a time of great financial distress,

Since the commencement of last
month, however, the distressing ocenr-
rences which have faken place in the
Carribean sea, almost on onr very sea-
beard, while they illustrate most forei-
bly the necessity always existing, thata
nation situated as ours, should main-
tain in a state of efficiency a navy ade-
quate to its responsibility, has at the
same time demanded that all the effect-
ive force we really have shall be put in
immediate service, This has been, and
is being done promptly and effectively,
and I am assured that all the available
ships, and every authorized man of the
American navy will be ready for what-
aver action is required for

THE SAFETY OF OUR CITIZENS
or the maintenance of our honor, This
of course will render necessary the ex-
penditure in a short time of some of the
appropriations which were ealoulated to
extend through the fiscal yoear, but eon-
greas will, I doubt not, understand and
appreciate the emergency, and will pro-
vide adequately not only for the pres-
ent preparation, but for the future main-
tenance of our naval force. The nec-
retary of the navy has during the past
year n quietly putting some of the
most extensive monitors in condition
for service; and thns the exigenecy finds
us in a mueh better condition for work
than we counld possibly have been with-
out this action.
TRE POSTOFFICE,

A complete exhibitis presented in the
acoompanying report of the postmaster-
general of the operations of the post-
office department during the year. The
ordinary postal revenues for the fiscal
yvear ending June 30, 1873, amonnted to
$22 995,741.57, and the expenditures of
all kinds to £29,084945.67. The in-
crease in the revenne for 1873 was 81,-
081,315.20, and the inerense of expendi-
tures §246,578.36. Independent of pay-
ments made from speecisl appropriation
for mail ocean ship lines, the amount
drawn from the general freasury to meet
deficiencies was 8526,547.55. The oon-
stant and rapid extension of our postal
service, part.icularlfy urun the railroads,
and the improved facilities for the col-
leetion, transmission, distribution and
delivery of the mails which are ocon-
stantly being provided, scconnt for the
increased expenditnres of this popular
branch of the public service,

FIGURATIVE,

The total number of postoffices in
operation on the 30th of June, 1873, was
83,244, a net increase of 1,381 over the
number reported the preceding year.
The number of presidential offices was
1,363, an increase of 163 during the year.
The total length of the railroad mail
rontes at the elose of the year was 6,-
845 770, an increase of 55,466 miles over
the year 1872. Fiity-nine railway post-
offices lines were in operation on the
30th of June, 1873, extending over 14,-
866 milesof railroad routes and perform-
ing an aggregate service of 34,925 miles.
The number of letters exchanged with
foreign countries was 27,450,185, an in-
crease of 999,685 over the previons year,
and thegpostage thereon amonnted to
$2,021,310.86, and the total weight of
correspondence exchanged in the mails
with Enropean countries exoeeded 012
tons, an increase of 92 tons over the

revious year, at s total cost of United

tates ooean mail steamship serviee, in-
cluding £735,000 paid from special ap-
propriations to subsidized lines of mail
steamers, of &1,074,271.35, )

New or additional postal connections
have been concluded with Sweden,
Norway, Belgium, Germany, Canada,
Newfoundland and Japan, rmlpciug the
postal rates on the correspondence ex-
changed with these countries, Efforts
have been made to conclnde a satisfacto-
ry tal convention with France, but
withont sncoess,

REOOMMENDATIONS—POSTAL SAVINGS

BANKS,

1 invite the favorable consideration of
congress to the suggestions and recom-
mendations of the postmaster general
for an extension of the free delivery
system in all cities having a population
of not less than 10,000 ; for the prepay-
ment ef postage on newspapers
other printed matter of the second
olass ; for the uniform postage snd lim-
it of weight of miscellaneous matter ;
for adjusting the compensation of all

stmasters not appointed by the presi-
ent by the old method of commissions
on actual receipts of the office, instead
of the present mode of fixing the salary
in advance upon special returns, and
especially do I urge favorable action by
congress on the important recommenda-
tion of the postmaster general for the
establishment of a United States postal
savings' depository, Your attention is
also again called to a consideration of

tel phs and the ar%::monh
addueed in sapport thereof, in the hope
that you may take such action in eon-
nection therewith as in yonr jundgment
will most contribute to the best interests
of the country.
THE MORMON MUDDLE.

The affairs of Utah require yoar ear-
Iy and special attention, The supreme
court of the United States in the ocase
of Clinton vs, Engleblecht decided that
the United States marshal of that terri-
tory eonld not lawfally snmmon jurors
for the district courts, : nd those courts
hald that ghe territory marshal legal-
ly perfornf that duty because he holdf
it by the legislative sssembly and wss
not i -

p
practically abolished by
those decisions, and ere have been

but few or no jury trials in the district

ecourts of that tmihr; since the last
sossion of oon roperty ia left
without protection by the courts and
erimes go unpunished. To prevent an-
archy there, it is absolutely neces
that congress provide the oo Mwﬂ
some mode of obtaining jurors, aud I
recommend legislation to end, and
also that the probate conrts of the ter-
ritory which now assumes to issue writs
of injunction and habeas corpus an.l to
try oriminal cases, and in gunestion: as
to land titles, be denied all jarisdi: lion
not ordinarily by ecourin of
that deseription.
BANKRUPTOY,

I have been impuuod with the be-
lief that the sot spproved Marou 2,
1867, entitled an act to establish a uni-
form system of bankruptey throug!.out
the United States, is netive of 1ore
evil than good. At this time many con-
siderations might be urged for its total
repeal, but if this is not considored
advisable, I think it will not be serious-
ly questioned that those portion: of
said mct providing for what is culled
involun bankruptey operate . in-
crease the financial embarrassmert of
the conntry, Oareful and pradent men
very often become involved in debt in
the transaction of their business, though
they may ample property, if it
conld be made available for that pur-
pose, to meet all their lisbilities. Yot
on occonnt of the extraordinary searcity
of money they may be unable to meet
all their recunnrv' v obligations as they
become due, in consequence of which
they are liable to be prostrated in their
business by proceedi in bankruptoy
at the instance of unrelenting ereditors,
The people are now so easily alarmed
as to monetary matters that the mere
filing of & petition in bankruptey by an
nnfriendly oreditor will necessarily em
barrass and ofttimes accomplish the
financial ruin of & respontible business
man. Those who otherwise might make
lawful and just arrangements to relieve
themselves from the difMonlties pro-
duced Ly the present stringency in
money, are prevented by their consiant
exposure to attack and disappointment
by the pumdinﬁ:“m inst them in
bankruptey, and idea the law is
made uee of in many cases by obdurate
creditors to frighten or foree dcbtors
into a compliance with their wishes and
into nots of injustice to other ereditors
and to themselves. I recommend that
#0 much of said act as provides for in-
volunt bankruptey om sccount of
the suspension of payment bs ropenled,

OLATM OORMORANTS,
Your eareful attention is invited to
the snbject of claims inst the gov-
ernment, and the facilities affordced by
the existing Iaws for their prosecution,
Each of the departments of state, the
treasury and war, have demands for
many millions of dollars upon their
files, and they are rapidly accumn 'nting.
To these may be addel those now
pending before congress, the conrt of
olaims, and the southern claims com-
mission, makin: the regate an im-
mense snm. Most of these grew ont of
the rebellion, and intended to indemni-
fy citizens on both sides for their losses
during the war, and not a few of them
are fabricated and supported by false
testimony. Projeots are on foot, it is
believed, to indnce congress to provide
for a new olass of elaims, and to revive
old ones through the re or modifica-
tion of the statute of limitation by
which they are now resume
these sohemes if proposed will be re-
ceived with little favor by co , and
I recommend that persons having elaims
against the TUnited BStates ocogni-

thereof, be required to present them at
an early day, and the legislation be di-
reoted as far as practieable to the de-
feat of unfounded and nnjust demands
upon the governmoent, and I would sng-
gest a8 a means of preventing fraud,
that the witnesses be oalled to appear
in person to tontit{ before those tribu-
nnllrlmving said eclaims before them for
adjudication. Probably the largesi
saving to the national government can
be secured by timely legislation on
these subjects, of any of the eeonomi-
oal measures that will be proposed.

THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE.
You will be advised of the operations
of the d tment of justice by the re-
sort of the attorney general, snd T will
invite your sétention to the amend-
ments of existing laws suggested by
him with the view of reducing the ex-
penses of that department.

THE MODOOS IONORKD,
In the dopartment of the Interior the polioy
Inangura toward the Indians, st the bogin- |
ning of the last administration, Las been
steadily pushed, snd, 1 beliove, with & bone-
ficial result. It will be continued, with only
such modifieation as time and experionce may
demonstrate as n . With the enoronh-
mont of eivilization npon Indian reservations
and hunting grounds, disturbances have takon
place between the Indisns and whitos during
the pnst year, and probably will continne to
do wo until esch race appreciatea that the
other has rights which must be respectod,
The policy has been to colleot the Indians as
rlpnﬂ; ns possible on ressrvations, and, as far
na possible, within what s known the Indian
tarritory, and to teach them the arts of civili
gation and self-support. When found off
their resarvations, and endangering the peace
and safely of the whites, they have beeu puy
ished, and will continue to be for like offenses,
OELAHAMA,
The Indian territory south of EKsnsas and
waont of Arkansas is sufficient in ares and ag
rionltural resources to support sll the Todians
of tho Hocky mountains. In time po doabt
all of them exocept & fow who may seloct to
make their home smong white psople, will be
collooted there. As a preparstory step for this
consummation, I am not [now 7] sstialied that a
territorial form of ugonmmnt shoald be
given them which will secure the treaty rights
of the originsl settlers, and protect their
homosteads from slisnstion for s period of

twenty years.
PATENT RURBINA.

The operations of the patant office are grow-
ing to such & mag: itnds and the acoumulation
of mate: isl is becoming a0 that tha ne-
cessity for more room is ing obvious
day by day. [ respectfully invite your stien-
tion to the reports of the secretary of the in-
terior and commissioner of patents on this
subjoct.
THE PUBLIO DOMAIN,

The business of the geveral land office ex
hibite & material incresss in all of it branchos
during the last flscal year. During that tune
thers were disposed of the public lands 13,
080,606 mores, being an amount groeater by
1,166,681 scres than was disposed the p

GAr.
mf)¥ the amount disposed of, 1,626,266 noren
woro sold for oash ; 214,940 sores wore looated
with military land warrants ; 5,703,015 aoros
wore taken for homesteads: 6635 446 aores
were located with agrionltural college sorip ;
6,089 696 sores were oertified by railrosds;
706,766 sores wero granted to wagon roads;
235 548 nores were to sintes aw
swamp laods ; 134,681 sores wore certified for
agricultural colleges, common schools, nni-
vnnlth:é and mmi?lﬂuh &Lﬂ.‘:n Acres were
approved to states for mprovements
and 14232 acres were loosted with Iolien
scrip. The oasb roc«;y)u dari the same
time were $8,408,515.60, baing #190,415.50 In
excess of the recsipts for the previous year.
During the year 80,488,182 seroe of public
Innd were surveyasd, an .neresse of the smoun!
surveyed the of 1,037,108 acres
and sdded to the area previoualy surveymi
agerogatos 816, 554, A05 aores which have been
surveyed, leaving 1,718,448,606 scres of tho

land still aosarveyed.
pn'll‘.bufknm and ltudl” Iy inoressing factli-

ties for reaching our unooccupied *‘ publio do-
I'll::n" and for the Lru-pon':uan of surplus
produocts enlarges the area available for de
wirablo homestead locstions, thus stimulating
its settlement, and umw yoar Ly year In
A ually incressing o of ocoupation
and cultivation.

THE MENNONITES.
The exprossed desire of the re tativon
of & large colony of citizens of ia to emi-
to this oeuntry, sa s understood with
the consent of their government, if ocertain
concessions can be made to enable them to
sottle in a compast colony, is of gruu inter
est as golng to show the t in which our in-
e g i< . ﬁuuu o o
telligont woalthy o, irous of en-
jayin5 givil sod nugioun['l ; .
quisition of so an
2ens of » superior olsss would without doubt
be of sabstantial bensfit lo the eountry. 1
invite sttention to the ontions of the
socretary of the interior in this behalf.

PEXBIONERA.

There was r‘tl:ddurhag the list fiscal year

for pensi the sxpenss of dis-
bursement, i?ﬂ.lﬂb, .62, being sn amount

sable by any &mbunal or departmont (®

yoar.

the close of the last fisoal year thare were
on the ponkion rolls 69,508 lawalid mhm
s:n-m and 112088 wideows, "

pandent relatives of w0l Liora,
making & total of that cless of F11 50
Eighteon thousand two hundred and tweuly-
sin survivors of e war of 1812 and §
widows of soldiors of that war were pensi
under the set of congroms of Feb, M, 1871
making s total of that class of 8010, Ous
thousand four hundred sod thirty bnvalid °:S
naioners and 1,770 widows lhd,tl shanis

depandent relstives of decossed officers, sall-
ors and maripes make the navy pensioners
3,200, and the grand total of penstoners of all
classan 234,411, showing & net increase durin
the last fimonl vear of 6,218 Durning the |
year the uasmes of 16,406 MOners were
added to the rolls and 10239 vames were
-h':erd thureform for varkons oanses

o bystem sdopled for the detection of
frands against the government in the maller
of pensions bas been jroductive of wabisfue-
tory results. Legislstion in nseded to provide
it possible against the prepetration of sueh
fraude in future

EDOCATIONAL.

The evidently incressi interest In the
ocauss of adnoation is a most encoaraging foa-
tare in the general progross and pro perity of
the country, and the bureaun of sducation is
oarnost in i'n efforts o give proper direotion
to new appl-ances sud the inereased facllities
which are being offered (o aid the adaeation of
the conntry

QUINGUEN N IAL.

The ninth esusus Lias hesn comploted and
the report thereof published nnd distribuated
and e working foree of the burean dle-
banded.

The secrotary of the Interior reviews his
resommendation for g copwe 40 b taken In
1875, to which subject the at!ention of oot~
gross is invilad. The orgu | saggestion o
that behalf has met with the genersl approval
of the country, and sven if it be not deemed
sdvisable st present (o vrovide for a regular
quingnennial cousns, A consus takon in NS
the report of which oonld be somple'sd and
published before the one hnondredth Al ver-
sary of our independenice would he sspecially
iuteresting aod valuable as shiowing the pro-
gEross of the comuiry durneg tae et contury
of our national existense,

It In Boliaved however thal a regular consos
overy five vears would be of subetantianl bene-
fit to the eonutry, lnasmuch as onr groasth
Litherto lins beap wo rapdd that the resulis of
the decennial census mro necessarily unre is-
ble as a basis of ostimates for the lat o vears
of & deconniul perad,

TAE DISTHIOT —MORN JOEs

Under the very efeient managemoent of the
governoi and the board of publle works of
this diwtrict, the olty of Washington is rapidly
assimning the appoarance of s ospdtal of which
the nation may well be proul. From belng so
almost nusightly place thires yoars ago, disa-
groeable to pass through in snmmer 10 conses
qnence of the dust arising from oopaved
sirents, and slmost impassable o the wintor
from the mud, it s wow ous of the most
Mighely of low 1 thu and can hoast of
being the bost paved, The work has boen
donn systomutioally, the plans, grades, loos-
tion of sowers, waler and pas maines bodug do-
work was oom-

eonntrr,

nansuoy w

tormined upon befare
mouced, thus soruring e M-
plated i question whether so much Lhas ever
boen socvomplishad before in any Amerioan
oty for the aame expenditurcs. The govern-
ment lu\‘llu; largo roservalions in the city, and
the nation at large having an inlerent in thal
capital, 1 recommend & [ibweal pobey towards
the District of Oolumbde, and dast the govery
mont abhonld bear (s just share of e ex
poase of thess improvements. Every cltisen
vialting the ceapital fonln in ite growing bownty
that he, too, s part owner in B lovosbments
madle hore.

=l ™

A NATIONAL UNIVERSITY
I would suggest to congress the propriety
of promoting the establishment in Lhis dise
triot of an nstitnlion of lesrning, or noivers
sity of the Lighest class. There is no plase
bettor suited for suoh an mstitution than the
natioual capital. Thate is no other place in
whiich every citizen is directly intarestsd
In throo sacoossive mossagos 1o cougrens 1
have called attention to the sulject of eivil
sorvice reform. Acotion has beets taken look-
ing to the appointment of & board, 1o doviee
rulew governing the mothod of making spe
potntmants un-i promaotion, but Lthers never
has been any sction makiog these mlos Lind-
ing, or evey ontitled Lo obeervancs where per-
sons desire the appointmont of a fricnd or the
removal of an official who way o divsgres-
shbile to tham. To have soy miles afective we
wiiat have the acqgmesconcs of gongress an
well as the axoontive I recommend, thiere-
fore, the subject to your a tention, snd sag-
gost that & spocial committes of cougress
might coufer with the boand daring the pres-
ant term for the purpose of devising snol
ralos as will be mantalned, snd will secure
the services of honest anl capable officials,
and which will also protect them In & dogree
of independence while in offios,  Proper rules
will |lnal¢q'l OO e woll as the esscutive
from muoh nesdlons persecation, sad  will
prove of great valus Lo the publio st large
UL LA T

1 would recommend, For yonr favora’le con-
sideration, the passsge of st abetting sl for
the adminsion of Colorsdo as » wiste in the
Unbemn, It pomesses all the slemonis of &
rosnaroie state, agricoliors! aod  minersd,
and I beliove hins & popmistion to jusiify snoh
an admission

FORCING NATVRE
In that conmection | would also recommend
the snconragement of & canal forthe parpose
of frrigating from the omtarn slope of the
Rooky Mountains to the Missourd As % Tl
T am upposed to the donation of pablio lands
for nterna! lmprovements owned sand oon-
trolled l»)' privale corporstions, but in this
lustance I wonull make an escoption Ho-
tween the Missoor rviver wsud Lhe Hocky
Mounntains there In s bl of publie land from
500 to 500 miles in widil, prolably veloeless
for ocoupmtion for the waut of sufslent raln
to secnre the growth of aony prodacts An
irmigating onnal wonld makos productive s belt
we wide aa the supply of water conld be
mado to spread over across thin entire country,
and would sectire a oordon of settlements,
cotneoting tho proseat populstion of the
mountsin and mining roglons with thist of the
older wiates, All the lnnd recisimad wonld he
ploar gain, If altemate sectione ware re
claimed by the government, [ wonld suggost
that the reclaimed seotions be thrown open to
ontry under the bomesiend laws or sold to
mottlors for n very low prios

BENELLAL AMNESTY
I renew my previons recommendation to
cougress for s general amnesty. The number
engaged in the late rebellion Isboring onder
disabilitios is vory small, but snongh 0 keap
up & constant irritstion.  No possible danger
oan aocTie to the govern - ont by the restoriug
them to eligibility to hold oflice

TIWE ENFRANIUHINED SLAYE
]grlwnul for your considerstion thes onsol-
manit of & law Lo better secure e civil rights
which freedom =l mire, bot has ool
effectually secured to the enfranchised - lave
U, B OBRANT,

Exoontive Munsion, Washiugton, D). Q. De-
oomber 1, 1871

il e

Bables.

Babiea are not to be hiamed for be-
ing di-agreeable | they ean't help ik
They want to be let nlone and kept ont
of u'lgh‘., if they are well bred; but
their foolish parents won't lot them
have their way unless the word is dif-
ferently spelled. The unforiunste ba-
bies must be taken into the light, and
looked at, and eriticized, and poked in
the riba, and ssked to Inagh o litile,
The iden of laughing under such olr-
cnmstances! Cryving is mneh more
natural, and they ery, of course, Who
wonldn't? To pnt a sensitive and sen-
gible baby on exhibition, and insist on
it playing a comedy part with a doz-
en pins in ite flesh, and several dowes
of medicine interpaily, revealing the
ignorance of physicisns, s much like
ingisting that a bereaved son shonld
dance a hornpipe st hin mocher's fu-
neral.

Nor are babies bound %o resomble
their fatbher, or mother, or boih st »
time. They must have a confused no-
tion what their personal appesrance is
after being assured they are cxsod
counterparts of their parents, sunts,
unoles, grandfathers, grandmothems,
and all their cotemporaneous relatives,
The truth is they don't look like any-
thing in partionlar but thomselves,
Beanty is impossible to them and the
know it. Their family pride is revoll
at the thonght of being ocompared to
their ancestors who may chanoe to be
oomely. Their intuitive sense of art la
quite sufficient to inform them that
seven to thirteen pounds of soarled
avoirdupois, with imperooptible nosea,
protuberant eyes, and entire absence of
symmelry, do not constitnte beauty.
They are conscions that they suffer by
comparison with ether little snimals,
oven with geose and pigs, 50 [ar as as-
thetior go, and, therefore, boanty is &
delieate subject they would prefer not
to have disoussed., Babies have no in-
dividuality of appearance whatever,
and discovering alikeness between them
and mature persons is as \f wo compare
the tender loins of s steak with the ex-
pression of & human conntenance.

——Fouosn_ll_hu |_rw-;:l‘1tl-<l:n ™ tus
for measuring the veloeity of light,
which ineludes a small whee! that can
be run at the rate of 60,000 revolutions
a mipute, The wheal ecarries & -
tive mirror, which ot !llaﬂt :r:‘ of the
ordinary kind; but the g

quickly stripped the amalgam from the
glass, and a metallic mirror had to be
aubstitated.

Tt has been suggested that a cause
of vertain mysterions fires in factories
may possibly be traced to the eleetrio
spark, the eleotricity being

by the friotion of the leather belting on

loss by $984,050.98 than was expended for the

the pulleys,




